INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS
GENERAL INFORMATION

The Journal of Agricultural Sciences (Belgrade) is an international scientific
journal, published quarterly (four issues per year) by the Faculty of Agriculture,
University of Belgrade. The journal publishes scientific papers in the following
agricultural areas: Field and Vegetable Crop Sciences, Fruit Science and
Viticulture, Animal Sciences, Soil Management, Plant Protection, Agricultural
Engineering, Food Technology, and Agricultural Economics.

The journal publishes original papers that have not been published previously,
including original scientific papers, review articles and preliminary communications.
The journal is Open Access.

The journal accepts manuscripts written in both English and Serbian. Authors
are encouraged to submit manuscripts in English; however, submissions in Serbian
are also accepted. For manuscripts written in English, British English is preferred.
In addition to this, for such papers a summary in Serbian is mandatory and should
be provided at the end of the manuscript. For authors from other countries, the
publisher provides the translation into Serbian.

MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION

Authors warrant that the manuscript is their original contribution, that it has
not been published previously, and that it is not under consideration for publication
elsewhere. Parallel submission of the same manuscript to another journal is
considered unethical and will result in immediate rejection. The paper that has
already been published elsewhere cannot be reprinted in the Journal of
Agricultural Sciences (Belgrade).

Authors bear full responsibility for the content of the manuscript, including the
accuracy of data, the validity of results, and the proper use of sources. Any use of
previously published material (figures, tables, or text excerpts) must be accompanied
by appropriate permission from the copyright holder. If such permission is not
provided, the material will be treated as the authors’ original work.

The use of artificial intelligence (Al) tools must be transparently disclosed. Al
tools cannot be listed as authors under any circumstances. Al tools may be used
exclusively for the creation of Al-assisted, but not Al-generated content and their
use is permitted only for language editing or technical assistance. For further
instructions related to the use of Al, please consult the Use of Artificial Intelligence
(AlI) section on the Journal website.

Manuscripts previously posted as preprints may be submitted and will be
considered for peer review. However, if the manuscript is accepted for publication,



the preprint version must be removed from all publicly accessible platforms prior
to the publication of the final article.

Authors should be aware that only manuscripts that are fully prepared in
accordance with these Instructions will be considered for further processing.

Manuscripts must be submitted exclusively through the journal’s submission
system: http://aseestant.ceon.rs/index.php/jas/user

Authors are invited to submit two separate files: (1) an anonymised
manuscript, without any information that could identify the author(s), to ensure
compliance with the double-blind peer review process; and (2) a title page,
submitted as a separate file, which should include: article title, full list of authors
with affiliations, and contact information for the corresponding author.

By submitting a manuscript, the authors agree to comply with the Editorial
Policies of the Journal of Agricultural Sciences (Belgrade).

REVIEW PROCESS

Upon submission, all manuscripts undergo an initial editorial screening. At
this stage, the manuscript is evaluated in terms of scope, scientific relevance, and
technical compliance with the journal guidelines. Manuscripts that do not meet the
technical requirements or clearly fall outside the journal’s scope will be returned to
the authors without being sent for peer review. All submissions are also subject to
plagiarism screening.

The Journal of Agricultural Sciences (Belgrade) uses a double-blind peer
review system for all papers. Each manuscript is reviewed by at least two
reviewers, who act independently and are not aware of each other’s identities. The
reviewers are selected solely based on their relevant expertise for evaluating the
manuscript. In case that the reviewers’ decisions are contradictory or otherwise
substantially incompatible, additional reviewers may be assigned. The final
decision on the acceptance of the manuscript for publication rests solely with the
Editor-in-Chief.

TECHNICAL PREPARATION OF MANUSCRIPT

Manuscripts must be prepared in electronic form using MS Word (.doc or
.docx). The page setup should be as follows: A4 format (210 x 297 mm), margins
set to 55 mm (top and bottom) and 40 mm (left and right), header 4 cm, footer 1.25
cm, portrait orientation.

The entire text of the manuscript should be written in Times New Roman, font
size 11, with single line spacing and justified alignment. Paragraphs should be
indented (first-line indentation of 0.75 cm), and no additional spacing should be
inserted before or after paragraphs. Page numbering should not be used.
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Authors are advised to ensure consistency throughout the manuscript in terms
of formatting, terminology, and style.

Types and structure of papers

The types of papers include original scientific papers, review articles, and
preliminary communications.

Original scientific papers should present previously unpublished results of
original research. These papers should provide a clear research objective, an
appropriate methodology, and a well-structured presentation and interpretation of
results. The recommended length of such papers is between 8 and 16 pages.

Review article contains an original, detailed, and critical review of a research
problem or area to which the author has contributed, as evidenced by at least 10
self-citations. This article should be 15 to 20 pages in length.

Preliminary communications are shorter contributions that present original but
limited or preliminary research results. Although shorter in length (2 to 6 pages),
these papers must follow the same structure and quality standards as original
scientific papers.

The required sections for Original scientific paper and Preliminary
communication are: Title of the paper, Name(s) of author(s), Affiliation(s),
Abstract, Keywords, Introduction, Material and Methods, Results and Discussion,
Conclusion, Acknowledgements, References and Summary in Serbian (if the
manuscript is submitted in English and vice versa). The required sections of each
Review article are as follows: Title of the paper, Name(s) of author(s),
Affiliation(s), Abstract, Keywords, Introduction, Analysis and discussion of a
certain topic, Conclusion, References and Summary in Serbian (if the manuscript is
submitted in English and vice versa).

Title, authors and affiliations

The title of the paper should be concise, precise, and informative, clearly
reflecting the content of the study. Authors are encouraged to use terms that
facilitate indexing and retrieval. The title should be written in capital letters,
centred, and without bold formatting.

The names should be written one line below the title, in lower-case letters,
centred and bolded. First name, middle initial(s) and last (family) name of all
authors, in the original form, should be provided. The corresponding author should
be designated with an asterisk as the superscript, after the last (family) name, and
his/her e-mail address should be given in a footnote, at the bottom of the first page
of the manuscript.

The affiliation should be written one line below the title, in lower-case letters,
centred and without bold formatting. The full name of the institution for each
author should be provided, including the town and country. In cases where authors



are affiliated with different institutions, appropriate numbering should be used to
clearly indicate affiliations.

Abstract and keywords

The abstract is a concise, informative overview of the manuscript and serves
as a general introduction to the topic. The abstract should be written as a single
paragraph, without subheadings, and should contain between 200 and 250 words.
References, tables, and figures should not be included.

Keywords should be placed immediately after the abstract and written in
lowercase, separated by commas, with a full stop at the end. They should consist of
three to ten terms that best describe the content of the paper.

Introduction

The Introduction should provide sufficient background information, including
relevant previous research, in order to clearly define the research problem and
justify the study. All subheadings should be formatted in Times New Roman, font
size 11, bold, centred, with only the first letter capitalized, and one line of spacing
before and after each subheading. When citing references in the text, the author’s
name and the year of publication should be provided. Authors must ensure that all
references cited in the text are included in the reference list and that all references
listed are cited in the text.

Material and Methods

The material and methods should be clearly outlined, explaining all
procedures applied in the paper. Standard methods should be described briefly;
detailed explanations are required only for modifications or new procedures.
Papers with an experimental design should include a clear description of the
statistical methods used for data analysis. This section, as well as the Results and
Discussion section, if needed, may comprise subparts.

Results and Discussion

In the part Results and Discussion data obtained on the basis of observation
and conducted experiments should be interpreted. In the comment of the results,
references should be quoted at the end of the paper, providing the comparison
between the obtained results and previous knowledge of the certain area.

Conclusion

The Conclusion should summarise the key findings and their significance,
focusing on the main outcomes rather than repeating numerical results already
presented in the Results and Discussion section. Potential future directions or
applications may also be briefly indicated. References should not be included.
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Acknowledgements should include the title and number of the project or
program under which the manuscript was prepared, as well as the name of the
funding institution. This section should be placed between the Conclusion and
References sections.

References

The References section should include only papers cited in the main text. In-
text citations should include the author(s)’ last name and year as follows: one
author — Simmons (2025) or (Simmons, 2025); two authors — Kenkel and Holcomb
(2024) or (Kenkel and Holcomb, 2024); three or more authors — Milone et al.
(2024) or (Milone et al., 2024).

When citing multiple papers simultaneously, they should be listed
chronologically. Multiple citations should be separated by a semicolon (;) within
brackets, and by a comma (,) outside brackets.

Multiple papers by the same author should be listed chronologically; if
published in the same year, using letters: 2005a, 2005b, 2005c, etc.

Personal communications or unpublished works should be avoided unless
necessary, and, if cited, should appear only in the text (e.g., Brown, personal
communication) and not in the References section.

The references, cited in the main text, must appear in the Reference section,
listed alphabetically by author and without numbering. Multiple papers by the same
author should be arranged with single-author papers first, followed by co-authored
papers, chronologically, within each category.

Each reference should include: the author(s)’ last name, initials, year of
publication in brackets, title of the paper, journal title, volume, issue, and page
range. For books, include the publisher and place of publication. The APA
(Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association) citation style
should be used.

The References should be formatted in Times New Roman, font size 9, not
bold, justified, with paragraph spacing: before/after 0 pt, line spacing: single,
indentation: hanging 0.75 cm.
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Tables

Tables should be created within the text of the article and numbered with
Arabic numerals in order of appearance. Tables should be clear, simple, and
unambiguous. The vertical sections should be avoided, and the number of columns
should be limited so that the table does not exceed a maximum width of 13 cm
(Right-click on the table: Table Properties — preferred width — 13 cm — Measure in:
Centimetres).

The title of the table should be placed above the table, single-spaced,
justified, ending with a full stop. Complete text within the table cells should be in
Times New Roman, font size 9, with paragraph spacing before/after 0 pt, line
spacing: single. A source and a detailed explanation of abbreviations, symbols, and
signs used in the table should be provided below the table. Each table must be
referenced in the text.


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-28784-3_11
https://doi.org/10.5937/ISAE25019I
http://research.amnh.org/entomology/spiders/catalog/index.html

Example
Table 1. Volume and dynamics of Serbia’s foreign trade in meat and meat

preparations, 2020-2024.

Average (t) Min (t) Max (t) CV (%)
Export (000 USD) 105,693 97,583 114,098 5.74
Import (000 USD) 260,256 180,337 343,095 27.52
Trade balance (000 USD) -154,563 -76,815 -245,513 -47.95
Coverage rate (%) 434 57.4 28.4 -

Source: Authors’ calculations

Hlustrations

All illustrations, including diagrams, photographs and charts, are referred to as
figures and should be placed in the text. Graphs and diagrams should be computer-
drawn using Times New Roman, font size 9, with a maximum width of 13 c¢m to
ensure legibility and clarity after size reduction. Excessive colours should be
avoided. The detailed legend without abbreviations for each graph and diagram
should be provided. The photographs must be of high quality, submitted in TIF or
JPG format, and will be printed in black and white.

The title of each illustration should be centred, single-spaced, placed one line
below the illustration, ending with a full stop. Each illustration should be
mentioned in the text. Source for each figure should be provided below the title.

Example
Not difficult 64.7%
Moderately difficult 17.0%
Difficult 18.3%
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Figure 1. The difficulty of using the eAgrar platform, answer structure, 2023.
Source: Survey results. Authors’ calculations



Abbreviations and units

Only standardized abbreviations should be used in the paper. Units of
measurement should be expressed using the International System of Units (SI). The
abbreviations may be used for other expressions, provided these expressions are
stated in full when first mentioned with the abbreviation in brackets. Numbers from
one to nine may be written in words; all others should be expressed numerically.
Abbreviations should not be used in the article title.

Nomenclature
International standards (IUPAC, IUB, ICN, etc.) should be followed for
chemical, biochemical, taxonomic, and genetic terms.

Formulae

All formulae and equations in the paper should be prepared using the Microsoft
Word Equation Editor or MathType. The meaning of all symbols should be provided
immediately after the equation in which they first appear. Equations should be
numbered consecutively with Arabic numerals in parentheses, aligned to the right-
hand side. Each equation must be referred to in the text as Eq. (1), Eq. (2), etc.

At the end of the manuscript, a Serbian version of the title, authors’ names,
affiliations, abstract, and keywords should be provided. For foreign authors, the
translation into Serbian will be provided by the Editorial Office.
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