This PhD program is for Self-Funded PhD Students

International tuition fees for 2025-26 entry — 5000 € per annum

Title: Study of indicators of positive welfare in dairy cows

This doctoral research will focus on identifying, developing, and validating indicators of
positive welfare in dairy cows, shifting the emphasis from merely minimizing negative states
to actively promoting well-being. While traditional welfare assessments often focus on the
absence of disease or distress, this study will explore behavioral, physiological, and
environmental indicators that reflect positive experiences, such as comfort, social
interaction, play behavior, and cognitive engagement.

Through a combination of literature review, expert input, and on-farm data collection, the
study will establish a set of practical indicators applicable across different dairy production
systems. These indicators will be tested for validity, reliability, and ease of use, aiming to
support welfare-friendly management decisions and policy development. The findings will
contribute to more comprehensive welfare assessment tools that promote not only the
health but also the emotional and psychological well-being of dairy cows.

Supervisors:

Supervisor 1: Dr Slavca Hristov: e-mail: hristovs@agrif.bg.ac.rs

Supervisor 2: prof. prof. Dr Branislav Stankovi¢: e-mail: baxton@agrif.bg.ac.rs

PhD candidates could join the COST action: CA2112 LIFT - Lifting Farm Animal Lives - laying
the foundations for positive animal welfare, if they meet the call criteria and use the
opportunity for Short Term Scientific Missions (STSM) and Virtual Mobility Grants (VM).

Entry requirements: educational background, both bachelor’'s and master's degrees in
animal sciences, and integrated study degree in veterinary medicine science. Applicants
must meet the minimum English language requirements.

All potential applicants should send a CV highlighting educational background. In parallel,
applicants may send a short research proposal (up to 3,000 words including references) to
both supervisors. Upon selection of potential candidates, they will be contacted by the
supervisors for an online interview, prior to selecting one PhD candidate.
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