This PhD program is for Self-Funded PhD Students Only

International tuition fees for 2025-26 entry — 4.800 € per annum

Title: Etiology of economically significant mycoses of fruits during vegetation and
postharvest

Are you passionate about fungi and plant mycology?

This PhD project will identify and characterize the most damaging or critical mycoses in
production of selected fruit (preferable for the applicant) and focus on early detection and
disease intensity in the orchards and during storage and shelf life of products. This program will
be interesting and active, a program combining field and laboratory work, enhancing the
practical skills in field diagnostics, with the most advanced mycological techniques, both
conventional and molecular. The focus will be identification, characterization and quantification of
detected pathogens, using isolation, symptomatology, morphology, pathogenicity, PCR and real-
time PCR, Sanger sequencing, phylogeny and other advanced and appropriate techniques.

This research will contribute to the development of important knowledge on fungi threatening the
production of particular fruit, especially related to early, specific detection and the most important
epidemiological aspects, which is a precaution for developing disease management strategies,
during production and after harvest.

Supervisors:

Supervisors: prof. Dr Aleksandra Bulaji¢: e-mail: bulajic_aleksandra@yahoo.com

prof. Dr lvana Vico: e-mail: vico@agrif.bg.ac.rs

prof. Dr Natasa Duduk: e-mail: natasadukic@yahoo.com

Entry requirements: educational background (both bachelor's and master’s degree) in plant
production, phytopathology, microbiology, molecular biology, or similar. Applicants must meet the
minimum English language requirements.

All potential applicants should send a CV highlighting educational background. In parallel,
applicants may send a short research proposal (up to 3,000 words including references) to both
supervisors. Upon selection of potential candidates, they will be contacted by the supervisors for
an online interview, prior to selecting one PhD candidate.


mailto:bulajic_aleksandra@yahoo.com
mailto:vico@agrif.bg.ac.rs
mailto:natasadukic@yahoo.com

